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R The Apprentice School
women’s basketball team
will host the University of
Mary Washington at 5 p.m.
Jan. 12 and Lincoln
University at 2 p.m. Jan. 15.
The men’s team will host
Lincoln University at 4 p.m.
Jan. 15. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://www.
gobuilders.com/.

R Newport News will
observe Martin Luther King
Jr. Day on Jan. 17. Normal
business hours will resume
on Jan. 18.

R Newport News will host
these upcoming bloodmo-
biles for employees: 

nn Jan. 20, from 7:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. in Bldg. 103.
(For an appointment, call 8-
9191, option 9.) 
nn Feb. 7, from 8 to 11:30
a.m. in Bldg. 600. (Call 8-
8939.) 
nn Feb. 8, from 8 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. in Bldg. 902. (Call
8-4792.)

For more information, call 
0-3011.

R The Apprentice School
will host its 2004 graduation
ceremony at 8 p.m. Jan. 21
at Heritage High School in
Newport News.
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“We Must Perform Well On Our Contracts.”

Scott Stabler, vice president of
the CVN 77 Program at Newport
News, communicated key date
changes for George H.W. Bush
(CVN 77) construction to program
leadership in a Dec. 17, 2004,
memo.

The new plan moves the carrier’s
launch to October of 2006 and
delivery to November of 2008. In
his memo, Stabler said the new
dates “determined the best path
forward for delivery” and the “over-
arching principle for our plan is
achieving a quality launch.”  

In a recent interview with Currents, Stabler
added: “The dates for the program were
changed for a multitude of reasons, some
of which were not fully defined in recent
press reports. However, the most important

thing is we now have a defined, achievable
path. It’s our responsibility to execute the
new plan, and I’m confident that when we
deliver this ship to our customer, she will
be the most technologically advanced and
outstanding ship in the fleet.”

Newport News observed its annual shutdown from
Dec. 23, 2004, to Jan. 2, 2005, but work continued
in the shipyard. Here, Lynn Hobbs, Alphonson
Lovelace and Richard Smith, crane operators in
the Waterfront Support Services Dept. (X36), help

employees in the
Surface Ship &
Submarine Fleet
Maintenance
Program (064)
rig the 26.5-ton
rudder stock to
be lowered into
the rudder bore
of the USNS

Mount Baker at Dry Dock 2. Mount Baker, one of
Military Sealift Command’s four active ammunition
ships, is due for delivery on Jan. 23. It provides
logistic support to U.S. Navy ships at sea and
replenishes all types of ammunition. Photos pro-
vided by Tim Elliott (O64)

v Shutdown Doesn’t Stop Rudder Work On USNS Mount Baker

A view of the construction of George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) as
of Dec. 8, 2004. The ship is scheduled to be launched in
October of 2006. Photo by Chris Oxley

v Key Dates Changed for George H.W. Bush Construction
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