
N E W S  
 
Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Public Information 
1840 Century Park East 
Los Angeles, California  90067-2199 
Telephone  310-55 -6262 3
Fax  310-556-4561 

 

 

 Contact:  Jerri Fuller Dickseski  
     (757) 380-2341 

 

For Immediate Release 

 

NORTHROP GRUMMAN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES ACCEPTANCE TRIALS  

ON THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER RONALD REAGAN (CVN 76) 

 

 NEWPORT NEWS, Va. -- May 29, 2003 -- Northrop Grumman Corporation  

(NYSE: NOC) announced today that the nation's newest and most advanced nuclear-

powered aircraft carrier, Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), has successfully completed 

acceptance sea trials.  The Reagan is the ninth Nimitz-class carrier built by Northrop 

Grumman's Newport News sector. 

A photo accompanying this release is available at: http://media.primezone.com/noc/ 

 The acceptance trials are conducted with representatives of the U.S. Navy Board of 

Inspection and Survey for testing and evaluation of the ship's systems and performance.  

 Upon completion of sea trials, Reagan returned to Norfolk Naval Station in Norfolk, 

Va., where it will be commissioned July 12, 2003. 

 "This is a proud moment for us," said Bob Gunter, Northrop Grumman Newport 

News senior vice president, Aircraft Carrier Program.  "It's the culmination of years of hard 

work by thousands of shipbuilders.  Soon we'll be delivering the most technologically 

advanced ship in the world to the Navy.  And once she becomes part of our nation's 

defense, we'll follow her progress with great interest and take pride in her contributions to 

America." 

 Named after America's 40th president, Reagan is ninth Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 

and the first carrier named for a living president.  The keel of Reagan was laid Feb. 12, 
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1998, and the ship was christened at Newport News March 4, 2001.  The ship will be 

delivered to the Navy in June 2003. 

 The Reagan is commanded by Capt. J. W. "Bill" Goodwin and currently has about 

2,600 crew members onboard.  It towers 20 stories above the waterline, and at 1,092 feet 

long, is nearly as long as the Empire State Building is tall.  The ship displaces 

approximately 95,000 tons of water when afloat.  Reagan has a 4.5-acre flight deck, more 

than seven million feet of cable, and when operational will house approximately 6,000 

personnel and 80 aircraft onboard. 

Northrop Grumman Newport News, headquartered in Newport News, Va., is the 

nation's sole designer, builder and refueler of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and one of 

only two companies capable of designing and building nuclear powered submarines.  

Newport News also provides after-market services for a wide array of naval and 

commercial vessels.  The Newport News sector employs about 18,000 people. 

Northrop Grumman Corporation is a $25 billion global defense company, 

headquartered in Los Angeles, Calif.  Northrop Grumman provides technologically 

advanced, innovative products, services and solutions in systems integration, defense 

electronics, information technology, advanced aircraft, shipbuilding and space technology. 

With approximately 120,000 employees and operations in all 50 states and 25 countries, 

Northrop Grumman serves U.S. and international military, government and commercial 

customers.  
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Members of the news media may receive our releases via e-mail by registering at: 
http://www.northropgrumman.com/cgi-bin/regist_form.cgi 

 
LEARN MORE ABOUT US:  Northrop Grumman news releases, product information, photos and video clips 
are available on the Internet at:  http://www.northropgrumman.com.  Information specific to the Newport 
News sector is available at:  www.nn.northropgrumman.com/index.html  
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