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Northrop Grumman-Built Submarine North Carolina Gets "Clean Sweep" 

During Sea Trials 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. – Dec. 14, 2007 - The nation's newest and most 
advanced nuclear-powered submarine, North Carolina (SSN 777), returned to Northrop 
Grumman Corporation’s (NYSE: NOC) Newport News shipyard with a broom atop its 
sail to signify a clean sweep of the ship’s initial sea trials. 

Downloadable video and photos accompanying this release are available at 
http://www.nn.northropgrumman.com/news/2007/121407.html. 

“We fully exercised the ship through the full range of speed to the full range of 
depth, and I’m pleased to report that the trials were successful,” said Adm. Kirkland 
Donald, director of Naval Nuclear Propulsion. “It was a remarkable tribute to the people 
of the shipyard here at Northrop Grumman Newport News and your team members at 
Electric Boat.  We know how to build these things.  They are marvelous ships. They are 
exactly what the country needs – we just need more of them, and it’s time to keep 
building them.” 

Sea trials provide an opportunity to test all systems, components and 
compartments and include submerging for the first time, high-speed runs while on the 
surface and submerged, and a demonstration of the submarine's other capabilities. 

“We have raised the bar for Virginia class submarine performance,” said Mike 
Petters, president of Northrop Grumman Newport News. “The trial that we were just on 
was an exception trial – the best one of the class so far. All of the shipbuilders, all of the 
crew and all of the teammates have done a great job.”  

North Carolina is the fourth ship of the Virginia class and is in the final stages of 
construction at the company’s Newport News shipyard. Delivery to the Navy is 
scheduled for January 2008. 

 “We had a great team build the ship and we have a great crew to match.  They 
certainly proved that this past three days,” said Cmdr. Mark Davis, prospective 
commanding officer of the pre-commissioning unit North Carolina.  “They went to sea as 
a new construction crew and they came back as an operational one. They did a great job 
and I’m very proud of them.” 
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Northrop Grumman Newport News is teamed with General Dynamics Electric 
Boat to build the first 10 ships of the Virginia class. Current plans call for 30 Virginia-
class submarines in the fleet. Using millions of parts from over 4,000 suppliers in 47 
states and the District of Columbia, Virginia-class submarines incorporate dozens of new 
technologies and innovations and are the first major combatants designed with the post-
Cold War security environment in mind. 

The keel for North Carolina was laid on May 22, 2004.  The ship was christened 
on April 21, 2007 and launched on May 5, 2007. The commissioning will be in the spring 
in Wilmington, N.C. For more information about the North Carolina, please visit 
http://www.nn.northropgrumman.com/vcs/. 

Northrop Grumman Corporation is a $30 billion global defense and technology 
company whose 120,000 employees provide innovative systems, products, and solutions 
in information and services, electronics, aerospace and shipbuilding to government and 
commercial customers worldwide. 
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