






From the distinguished guests on the platform to the employees looking on, those in attendance at the North 
Carolina keel-laying ceremony conveyed feeling a sense of pride about the event that marked the first 
milestone in the construction of the fourth Virginia-class submarine. “The vessel being built today and the 
sailors entrusted to her care will play a magnificent role and a significant one in defending our country,” said 
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole of North Carolina who served as the principal speaker. Joining her on the platform 
were Northrop Grumman Newport News President Tom Schievelbein; Linda Anne Rich Bowman, the 
ship’s sponsor and keel authenticator; Director of Naval Reactors Adm. Frank “Skip” Bowman; Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy Hansford T. Johnson; U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott from Virginia’s third congressional 
district; and Newport News’ teaming partner General Dynamics Electric Boat President John Casey. 
Employees Stanley Britt and Charles Overton also took part in the ceremony. Overton, a crane operator 
who is an associate minister at Freeway Tabernacle of Prayer in North Carolina, opened the ceremony with 
an invocation. Britt welded the letters LRB, standing for Linda Rich Bowman, onto the metal plate where she 
chalked her initials and that will be permanently affixed to North Carolina. Here’s a glimpse of the day:
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The distinguished guests (noted above) watch as Welder Stanley 
Britt welds the ship’s sponsor’s initials onto a metal plate.

Linda Anne Rich Bowman, ship’s sponsor and keel authenticator, is 
pictured chalking her initials onto the metal plate that will be permanently 
affixed to North Carolina. Shipyard President Tom Schievelbein (left) 
looks on as does Linda Anne Rich Bowman’s husband, Adm. Frank 
“Skip” Bowman, and U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole.  

- Stephanie White (above) of O93

“It was so 
exciting. This 
was my very first 
keel laying. It 
was very 
patriotic. Mrs. 
Dole gave a 
wonderful 
speech. It was so 
inspirational.”

3. After the ceremony, the shipyard provided lunch to employees and Submarine Program Vice 
President Becky Stewart offered her thanks. “I just wanted to thank all of our employees who are 
building these fantastic ships. I’d like to thank all of the families here today as well. You often 
don’t know what your fathers or husbands or wives do here everyday. Hopefully, you got a 
chance to see that today. We’re proud of them and you should be equally proud.” Stewart is 
pictured with Sharon Reese of 078 Finance and Reese’s son, Brandon.
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3.

1. Mark Brown of E51 is pictured with his children, Nicholas, 8, and Madeline, 5 before the 
ceremony began. “This is my first submarine keel-laying ceremony. I’m looking forward to it 
because they don’t get a lot of chance to come into the shipyard and see what their dad does.” 
2. Pamala Fenton of X85 is pictured with her father Jerry Fenton. “It makes me feel proud,” she 
said about being a part of the ceremony. “I think it’s great that all the Navy and shipbuilders get 
together for this ceremony.” 
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