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UPCOMING EVENTS

July 30 and August 1
Peninsula Pilots baseball. 

July 30: Pilots play Edenton 
Steamers at 7:05 p.m. 

August 1: Pilots play the 
Petersburg Generals at 6:05 p.m. 

with fireworks following 
the game. Newport News 

employees’ admission is free with 
a badge and family 

members are half price. 
War Memorial Stadium, 1889 W. 

Pembroke Ave in Hampton.

August 1
Tickets go on sale for Family Fun 

Day at Paramount’s Kings 
Dominion, which will be held 
September 19. Tickets will be 
available at NNS Employees' 

Credit Union locations. The cost is 
$18.50 and includes free parking, 
exclusive use of the water park 
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., and a 

Nickelodeon Celebration Parade 
with some favorite Nickelodeon 
characters. Special group hotel 

rates are available at Kings 
Quarters Best Western. Call 

1-800-625-4647 for rates and 
reservations.  

August 10
St. Leo University will visit the 

shipyard from 2:30 p.m. – 5 p.m. in 
building 500/2 (training conference 

room) to register students and 
provide information.

USS Eisenhower moves to pier 2 for final outfitting and testing

USS Ronald Reagan welcomed at its homeport
USS Ronald Reagan arrived 
at its homeport of San Diego 
July 23. More than 9,000 
family members, friends and 
invited dignitaries packed the 
pier-side grandstands as 
thousands more watched 
from public vantage points 
around the San Diego Bay. 
Former first lady Nancy 
Reagan took part in the 
ceremony. Vice President
Of Technology Development and Fleet Support Irwin Edenzon also attended the 
ceremony. Senior Vice President of the Aircraft Carrier Program Bob Gunter
participated in an interview with a San Diego radio station. To listen to the 
interview, visit Yardnet at http://yardnet/reagan_radio_interview/index.htm. The 
carrier left Norfolk in May and is pictured above entering San Diego Harbor.

U.S. Navy photo

The USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
(CVN 69) moved to pier 2 on 
July 24 for final outfitting and 
testing as part of the ongoing 
refueling and complex overhaul 
(RCOH) work. This comes as 
Newport News shipbuilders have 
turned over 75 percent of their 
compartments on the ship to the 
Navy. Among those areas are 
mess decks as well as spaces 
for berthing, laundry, the print 
shop, machine shop, the ship’s 
store, and medical and dental 
services. Also, testing on 
catapults three and four is 
complete and work is well 
underway to replace the non-
skid surface on the flight deck 
and portions of the hangar deck. 
Through the teaming efforts of 
the Navy and Northrop 
Grumman Newport News and 
from lessons learned during the 
Nimitz RCOH, the shipyard 
completed some major projects 
ahead of schedule. Eisenhower
arrived at the shipyard May 22, 
2001 to undergo its major

X36 riggers are pictured above preparing the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
for the move to pier 2. From left to right are Calvin Polk, Joseph Eason, 
Mark Alexander, Corey Young, and Jesse Stallings.

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower is pictured above moving from outfitting berth 1 
to pier 2 with help from the tugboat Dauntless. 

Photos by Stu Gilman

life-cycle milestone. Newport News christened the carrier October 11, 1975.
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Northrop Grumman Newport News holds second quarter OFI recognition luncheon
continued

Security prepared to handle cardiac arrest emergencies
As first responders to an emergency at the shipyard, O15’s 
security guards must be prepared for any situation. To assist in
cardiac emergencies until the fire department arrives, each 
patrol vehicle is now equipped with an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED), a lightweight device that can recognize 
certain reversible cardiac rhythms and talk the responder 
through some simple steps to convert or defibrillate the victim. 
AEDs are designed to be used by lay rescuers or "first 
responders.” Security guard patrol drivers are certified to use 
these devices and are certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR). Security Guard Frank LaRocco is pictured to the right 
with one of the new AED devices.

Employee elected national chairman of American Welding Society technical committee
The American Welding Society’s Committee on Welding Symbols recently elected J.P. Christein, of 
department E46, Signatures and Hydrodynamics, as its national committee chairman. As chairman, 
Christein will lead the committee on all decisions related to welding symbol standards for the United 
States. He has been a member of the American Welding Society since 1990, a committee member 
since 1994, and has served as committee vice chairman for the last two years. This committee is 
responsible for standard symbols for welding, brazing, and nondestructive examination and reviews 
inquiries from companies relative to interpretations of weld symbols, joint designs and other welding 
related items. These standards and other documents produced by this committee are invoked on all 
Navy contracts.

The Opportunity for Improvement (OFI) employee suggestion program had its second quarter 
recognition program July 22. Submarine Program Vice President Becky Stewart (below left) served as 
the guest speaker at the lunchtime ceremony. She thanked employees who participate in the OFI 
program for their hard work and great improvements. “I have a great appreciation for the OFI program,” 
she said. “OFI is very important because it helps improve the company.” Among those recognized at 
the ceremony were the employees who are pictured below right for an idea they had related to the 50th 
Street stair replacement project that saved the company more than $100,000. They are pictured with 
Senior Vice President of Operations John Shephard, who congratulated them for their successful OFI. 
From left to right are Erik Littleton (O41), Mary Perkinson (O41), Curtis Armstrong (O41), Wendell 
Williams (O41), John Shephard (O11), Steve Preas (O41), Steve Hubbard (O41), Don Lawson
(X36). Members of their team who are not pictured are Sammy Atkinson (O41), Don Harris (O41), 
and Jim Kelly (O41). 
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This summer some skilled shipyard refueling 
nuclear riggers, who are used to handling 
items with delicate care, are involved in an 
historic project that requires them to face a 
different kind of challenge. They are working 
with the Mariners’ Museum on conservation 
efforts for USS Monitor, the U.S. Navy’s first 
ironclad that sank off Cape Hatteras, N.C., in 
an 1862 storm and is known for its battle with 
CSS Virginia that ended in a draw in 
Hampton Roads on March 9, 1862. The team 
members are General Foreman Greg 
Howell, Supervisor Rickie Joyner and 
mechanics Nick Reeves, James Mabine, 
Ronnie Faltz, and Alexander Redcross. 
Since June, they have worked with museum 
representatives to remove artifacts from the 
Monitor’s gun turret, including two gun 
carriages from the cannon barrels. There are 
two 11-inch Dahlgren guns and cannons in 
the Monitor’s turret. Howell described the

Shipyard employees support USS Monitor conservation efforts, remove gun turret artifacts

Above are some of the crew who are helping with USS Monitor conservation efforts. 
They’re standing by the ship’s port gun carriage. They are (from left to right) X36 
Supervisor Rickie Joyner, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration representative 
Jeff Johnston, X36 General Foreman Greg Howell, and riggers Ronnie Faltz, James 
Mabine, and Alexander Redcross. 

cannon barrels as “big prizes” and said his team would help lift them out of the turret, depending on their 
condition. The corrosion from being in the water so long makes the removal work challenging. “We’re 
working with a bad combination. It’s big, heavy, and fragile,” Conservator Curtiss Peterson said. He added 
that working the riggers from the shipyard has helped make the experience better. “These are some of the 
best riggers in the world,” Peterson said. Howell also spoke of the team’s relationship with the museum. 
“As far as the folks at the museum who we have encountered, we have met some very fine and 
interesting people,” Howell said. “We have grown to share their dedication to the project. We genuinely 
want to help them recover the artifacts safely. Most importantly, they show appreciation with everything 
we do to help them in their endeavor and that means a great deal to us.” The project is expected to be 
completed at the end of August.

Viewed from above, the revolving gun turret, which measured about 22 feet in diameter 
and is seen here upside down, still houses its two 11- inch Dahlgren cannons. The port 
cannon is in the foreground, having has just had the gun carriage removed.

Chain falls suspend the port gun carriage as (left to right) X36 
Supervisor Rickie Joyner, crane operator Nick Reeves, and 
riggers Ronnie Faltz, Alexander Redcross, and James 
Mabine, steady and guide the historical artifact to a holding tank.
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