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The Spear and Gear
Toastmasters Club will meet
on Thursday at the Virginia
Advanced Shipbuilding and
Carrier Integration Center
(VASCIC). For more infor-
mation, call 8-9609.

The Apprentice School
men’s basketball team will
play on Friday and
Saturday in the LaGrange
College Tournament. The
women’s team will play at 2
p.m. Saturday at Peace
College. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://www.go
builders.com/.

Representatives of
Florida Institute of
Technology will register stu-
dents from 2:30 to 5 p.m.
Dec. 8 in Bldg. 500-2. For
more information, call 
8-8236.

Newport News will host
these upcoming bloodmo-
biles for employees: 

Â Dec. 13, from 8 to 11:30
a.m. in Bldg. 600. (For an
appointment, call 8-8939.) 
Â Dec. 14 from 8 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. in Bldg. 902. (Call
8-4792); 
Â Dec. 16, from 7:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. in Bldg. 103.
(Call 8-9191, option 9). 

For more information, call 
0-3011.
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Northrop Grumman Newport News and the
United Steelworkers of America (Local
8888) held a “keel-laying” ceremony on
Nov. 23 to kick off construction of their
house for the Peninsula Habitat for
Humanity.

“This is probably the first house in America
that started with a keel-laying,” said Danny
Hunley, director of
Trades, Education and
Training at Northrop
Grumman Newport
News. “Our ships,
much like this house,
will come together as
the engineers and
designers apply their
vision on paper, only to
be turned into the prod-
uct by the hands of the craftsmen.”

A keel-laying ceremony is a shipyard tradi-
tion that celebrates the laying of a ship’s
first timber and can be traced back to the
first ship built for the U.S. Navy. During the
ceremony, the ship’s sponsor or special

guest authenticates the keel by inscribing
his or her initials onto a metal plate. A
welder then welds the initials onto the
plate, and the plate is permanently affixed
to the ship.

At the Habitat “keel-laying” ceremony,
Maleka Copling, the future homeowner of
“Labor Management House,” inscribed her

house number onto a
metal plate. Shipyard
welder Neal Metcalf
then welded the num-
bers onto the plate,
which will be perma-
nently affixed to the
house upon the com-
pletion of construction.
“I always dreamed of
owning my own home,”

Copling said. “But I never thought I’d be
this blessed.”

Representatives from Newport News, the
union, Habitat for Humanity and the
Newport News Redevelopment and
Housing Authority attended the ceremony.

× Newest Habitat House Starts With Special Keel-Laying Ceremony

Left: Newport News employee Neal Metcalf (center) welds the house number on to the keel authentication
plate for Labor Management House 3. Right: Ceremony attendees gather around Metcalf and the keel
authentication plate. Pictured are (left to right): Bill Harriday, representative of the United Steelworkers of
America; Danny Hunley, director of Trades, Education and Training at Newport News; Janet Green, director
of Peninsula Habitat for Humanity; Karen Wilds, executive director of the Newport News Redevelopment
Housing Authority; Alton Glass, president of the United Steelworkers of America Local 8888; and Maleka
Copling and her son, Jah’Liehl, the future homeowners. Photos by Chris Oxley

Key Value: “We Provide Leadership As A Company And As Individuals.”

Fun Fact: Habitat has built
more than 150,000 houses
around the world, providing
more than 750,000 people in
more than 3,000 communities
with safe, decent, affordable
shelter.
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× 60th Street Gate Will Close For One Month 

Northrop Grumman Newport News’ Plant
Engineering Dept. (O41) has

announced that the 60th Street gate
will close to vehicular traffic on

Wednesday and remain closed
through Jan. 3, 2005. The closure is

required to install underground utilities to
the new Covered Modular Outfitting Facility

(CMOF). The 60th Street pedestrian gate will remain
open. Vehicular traffic will be redirected to the 64th Street
gate.

× ‘Northrop Grumman 101’ Session On Dec. 8

Northrop Grumman Newport News’ L.E.A.R.N. (Learning,
Expanding, Achieving, Results, Networking) program will
host the second “Northrop Grumman 101” seminar from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Dec. 8 in the Virginia Advanced
Shipbuilding and Carrier Integration Center (VASCIC)
auditorium.

The December seminar will feature Irwin Edenzon, vice
president of Technology Development and Fleet Support,
and Barbara Niland, vice president of Business

Management and Chief Financial Officer. Their topic is
“Sector Goals.”

“Northrop Grumman 101” is a series of monthly seminars
designed to bring together new salaried employees to
learn more about the corporation and the sector. For
more information, visit the L.E.A.R.N. link on Yardnet or
e-mail learn@ngc.com.

× Reminder: Parking Lot Closed For Re-Paving

Northrop Grumman Newport News is in the process of
upgrading three parking lots between Huntington Avenue
and Warwick Boulevard. Lot #1, between 42nd and 43rd
streets, will be closed through Dec. 7 for re-paving and
marking. Lots #2 and #3, between 43rd and 45th streets,
have been completed. The upgrade to Lot #4, between
45th and 47th streets, originally scheduled to begin Dec.
7, has been canceled.

× ASNE Offering Scholarships

The American Society of Naval Engineers (ASNE) is
accepting applications for its 2005 scholarship program.
ASNE offers $2,500 per school year for undergraduate
students and $3,500 for graduate students pursuing
careers in naval engineering. The application deadline is
Feb. 15, 2005. For more information, call 703-836-6727
or visit the ASNE web site: http://www.navalengineers.
org.

× Discounts Available For Two Special Events

Northrop Grumman Newport News employees may
purchase discount tickets for two special events this
week: 

Â Employees will receive 25 percent off regular-price
tickets for the Virginia Opera’s production of “The
Merry Widow” on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at
the Harrison Opera House in Norfolk. Discount
prices range from $22.50 to $67.50. For tickets, call
877-2550 and mention “Northrop Grumman.”

Â Employees will receive $5 off regular-price tickets
for the Boston Pops’ “Holiday Concert” at 8 p.m.
Friday at the Constant Center in Norfolk. Discount
prices range from $21.50 to $31.50. For tickets, call
683-5000.

EMPLOYEE

× Pender Named USCAA Player Of The Week

Curtis Pender, a senior on
the Apprentice School
men’s basketball team, was
named the United States
Collegiate Athletic
Association (USCAA) Men’s
Division I Player of the
Week for the week ending
Nov. 20. Pender, a graduate
of Hampton High School,
averaged 22 points per
game and went 12 for 13
from the foul line (92.3 per-
cent) in two games in the
NCAA D2 Fairmont State
Tipoff in West Virginia.
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News From Around The Company

Electronic Systems
System Keeps MESSENGER on Course 
Northrop Grumman’s newest space navigation system is providing vital guidance and control information to NASA’s
MESSENGER spacecraft during its eight-year mission to Mercury, which began Aug. 3 when it was launched from
Florida’s Cape Canaveral Air Force Base. This is the first deployment into space for the company’s scalable space
inertial reference unit, designed and produced by Electronic Systems’ Navigation and Space Sensors Division. The
unit will continuously provide inertial attitude, velocity and acceleration data to MESSENGER’s attitude control system
throughout the 5.8-billion-mile space journey. 

Information Technology 
IT Supports Bioinformatics Integration 
Northrop Grumman IT was awarded a contract by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) to
develop a database and web portal to centralize and integrate immunology data from NIAID’s Division of Allergy,
Immunology and Transplantation funded studies. These tools will help facilitate immunological research and promote
more rapid publication of scientific findings, making new discoveries available more quickly for further integrated
analysis and interpretation. 

Mission Systems
Work on FBCB2-Blue Force Tracking Continues 
Northrop Grumman received a contract for continuing system and software development of the Force XXI Battle
Command Brigade and Below (FBCB2) Blue Force Tracking system, which forms a wireless, tactical Internet for
near-real-time situational awareness and command and control on the battlefield. The U.S. Army Communications-
Electronics Command awarded the five-year contract, which has an initial value to the company of $40 million. As the
prime contractor, Mission Systems will support network operations at the Army’s worldwide operations centers and
continue to converge the Army and Marine Corps systems into a common capability. 

Integrated Systems
EA-18G Program Takes Second Step Forward 
On Oct. 22, a crowd of more than 100 U.S. Navy officials, government representatives, Northrop Grumman execu-
tives and Boeing employees in St. Louis looked on as the first radar ring bulkhead was installed in the forward fuse-
lage of EA-1, the first of two EA-18G test aircraft being built for the Navy under a $1 billion system development and
demonstration contract. Assembly of the center/aft section of the jet was initiated during a similar ceremony at
Northrop Grumman in California in July 2004. 

Ship Systems
Sector Hosts Ceremony to Christen New Orleans 
On Nov. 20, U.S. Navy Adm. Vernon Clark, chief of Naval Operations, gave the principal address at the christening of
New Orleans (LPD 18), an amphibious transport dock ship being built by Ship Systems. The ceremony was held at
the sector’s New Orleans shipyard. The ship’s name recognizes the largest city in Louisiana and honors one of the
world’s largest ports. Navy Cmdr. Brad Skillman, a native of Muncie, Ind., is New Orleans’ prospective commanding
officer.

Space Technology
Six Sigma Team Achieves Excellent Results 
The collaboration of a Six Sigma team consisting of a customer, three subcontractors and Space Technology employ-
ees resulted in $17 million in risk avoidance over two years. Project 651 honed the process for delivering 18 berylli-
um mirrors that comprise the optical telescope element on the James Webb Space Telescope. Participation by cus-
tomers and suppliers on a Six Sigma team is no longer unusual at the sector nor are the positive results of such col-
laboration.


