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News From Around The Company

Electronic Systems
System Keeps MESSENGER on Course 
Northrop Grumman’s newest space navigation system is providing vital guidance and control information to NASA’s
MESSENGER spacecraft during its eight-year mission to Mercury, which began Aug. 3 when it was launched from
Florida’s Cape Canaveral Air Force Base. This is the first deployment into space for the company’s scalable space
inertial reference unit, designed and produced by Electronic Systems’ Navigation and Space Sensors Division. The
unit will continuously provide inertial attitude, velocity and acceleration data to MESSENGER’s attitude control system
throughout the 5.8-billion-mile space journey. 

Information Technology 
IT Supports Bioinformatics Integration 
Northrop Grumman IT was awarded a contract by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) to
develop a database and web portal to centralize and integrate immunology data from NIAID’s Division of Allergy,
Immunology and Transplantation funded studies. These tools will help facilitate immunological research and promote
more rapid publication of scientific findings, making new discoveries available more quickly for further integrated
analysis and interpretation. 

Mission Systems
Work on FBCB2-Blue Force Tracking Continues 
Northrop Grumman received a contract for continuing system and software development of the Force XXI Battle
Command Brigade and Below (FBCB2) Blue Force Tracking system, which forms a wireless, tactical Internet for
near-real-time situational awareness and command and control on the battlefield. The U.S. Army Communications-
Electronics Command awarded the five-year contract, which has an initial value to the company of $40 million. As the
prime contractor, Mission Systems will support network operations at the Army’s worldwide operations centers and
continue to converge the Army and Marine Corps systems into a common capability. 

Integrated Systems
EA-18G Program Takes Second Step Forward 
On Oct. 22, a crowd of more than 100 U.S. Navy officials, government representatives, Northrop Grumman execu-
tives and Boeing employees in St. Louis looked on as the first radar ring bulkhead was installed in the forward fuse-
lage of EA-1, the first of two EA-18G test aircraft being built for the Navy under a $1 billion system development and
demonstration contract. Assembly of the center/aft section of the jet was initiated during a similar ceremony at
Northrop Grumman in California in July 2004. 

Ship Systems
Sector Hosts Ceremony to Christen New Orleans 
On Nov. 20, U.S. Navy Adm. Vernon Clark, chief of Naval Operations, gave the principal address at the christening of
New Orleans (LPD 18), an amphibious transport dock ship being built by Ship Systems. The ceremony was held at
the sector’s New Orleans shipyard. The ship’s name recognizes the largest city in Louisiana and honors one of the
world’s largest ports. Navy Cmdr. Brad Skillman, a native of Muncie, Ind., is New Orleans’ prospective commanding
officer.

Space Technology
Six Sigma Team Achieves Excellent Results 
The collaboration of a Six Sigma team consisting of a customer, three subcontractors and Space Technology employ-
ees resulted in $17 million in risk avoidance over two years. Project 651 honed the process for delivering 18 berylli-
um mirrors that comprise the optical telescope element on the James Webb Space Telescope. Participation by cus-
tomers and suppliers on a Six Sigma team is no longer unusual at the sector nor are the positive results of such col-
laboration.


